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GLDLA Mission Statement 

The objectives of the GLDLA shall be:  
1. To monitor the Green Lake and Duck 
Lake ecosystems and take actions 
necessary for maintaining and improving 
our lakes, watershed, and riparian 
community.  
2. To educate riparians and local 
community about relevant ecological, 
recreational and ethical issues 
endeavoring to make our community a 
better place to live.   
 
 
 2019 Review and 2020 Goals 

WANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

MESSAGE FROM OUR 
PRESIDENT, ED DEWEY: 
 
The GLADLA had a productive 2019, 
and we look forward to 2020. A recap 
and look ahead: 
 
In 2019, after thirty-plus years of 
service to our association and the 
Betsie River Watershed, Dave 
Pennington, our Vice President, 
retired. Thank you, Dave, for your 
service and hard work.  
 
We welcome Duck Lake resident, Ted 
Boeve, as our newly elected Vice 
President, and our newest board 
member, Paul Anderson, also from 
Duck Lake. Eric Gray from Interlochen 
Center for the Arts will attend our 
board meetings in 2020. Since ICA 
shares our lakes with us, we welcome 
Eric’s input. 
 
It’s been almost five years since the 
membership voted unanimously to   
 
 

merge with Duck Lake. Our full board 
of fifteen people now includes eight 
from Green Lake and seven from Duck 
Lake. With this robust board, we’re 
poised to tackle new projects that will 
benefit all riparians.  
 
The GLADLA are active members of  
MiCorps and Michigan Cooperative 
Lakes Monitoring Program (CLMP). 
Our board members receive 
education through these 
organizations to learn “best practices” 
to protect our lakes.  
 
Additionally, we actively work with 
other area lake associations, EGLE, 
DNR, the Townships, and the Benzie 
Watershed Coalition. We share 
common problems such as swim- 
mer’s itch prevention and invasive 
species. By working together, we can 
explore solutions to our challenges 
and proactively identify future issues. 
A quality lake board that diligently 
manages our beautiful lakes is critical 
to the future. 
 
 
 

 

The board meets for the first time this 
year in May. Projects will be identified 
and prioritized. People who 
volunteered to get involved in 2020, 
will be contacted by a board member.  
 
Please join our vibrant association. 
The dues are reasonable and go 
toward aquatic plant identification 
(invasive species) and water quality 
testing. The association keeps all 
funds separated by lake. That means 
100% of your dues go toward the lake 
of your choice. Please fill out the 
enclosed dues envelope or go online 
to: https://www.gldla.org and 
become a member. Extra donations 
are essential to the association. The 
more members we have, the better 
we can protect our lakes. 

  
 You may also read the newsletter on our newly updated website: gldla.org 

 
 



   
 

  WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE 
Our Rising Lake Levels 

 
The new year brings more 
concerns about rising lake levels, 
especially with the Great Lakes. 
Indeed, another twelve-inch rise is 
predicted for 2020.  
 
Record amounts of precipitation 
have affected all our lakes. 
Wetlands, a holding tank for extra 
water, become overwhelmed, and 
the excess water runs into our 
lakes, rivers, and streams.  
 
Green and Duck Lakes’ water flows 
down through the Betsie River into 
Lake Michigan. Our elevation is 
825 feet above sea level, and Lake 
Michigan’s is 580.  
 
Ice coverage or lack of can affect 
water levels. With little ice, water 
is allowed to evaporate. Currently, 
8% of Lake Michigan is iced over, 
and Lake Huron is at 10%. Informa- 
tion for this article was obtained 
from Mark Breederland, from the 
Michigan Sea Grant Extension, a 
collaborative effort of the U of M 
and MSU, and is part of NOAA.  
Refer to the website:  
http://www.glerl.noaa.gov for 
more information.  
 

MASON CREEK RESTORATION 
 

 A new timber bridge on East Duck Lake now 
crosses over the recently restored Mason Creek. 
The project, spearheaded by the Conservation 
Resource Alliance (CRA) under its River Care 
Program, was completed in 2019. 
 
The aged and failing culverts were no longer able 
to support the deteriorating road. They were also 
a barrier to the fish population and obstructed the 
flow of the Creek. Choked with debris, Mason 
Creek was barely recognizable as a stream. The 
results of the project were two-fold; improvement 
of local infrastructure, and the restoration of the 
Creek’s natural shape and flow, diminishing the 
potential for erosion and flooding. Now, there are 
eight miles of unrestricted passage for migratory 
fish and other aquatic species coming from Duck 
Lake. The stream supports a diverse ecology. 
Michigan’s DNR Fisheries Division discovered the 
healthy brook trout population is feeding on small 
perch.  
 
CRA is known for its collaborative land-use 
solutions among private landowners, government 
agencies, and commercial businesses. Kim Balke, 
the project manager and biologist from CRA, said 
their organization had written nine grants to fund 
this river project, which cost $586,000.00. No 
direct taxpayer dollars were used.  
 
The top contributor was The Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program – Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, USDA, & Grand 
Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians. 
Grand Traverse County provided the design work, 
construction engineering, and testing. Local river-
focused foundations, Towsley, Oleson, Abrams, 
and the Adams Chapter of Trout Unlimited also 
contributed funds. The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
provided two grants through the Midwest Glacial 
Lakes Partnership and Great Lakes Fish and 
Wildlife Restoration Act as well. Future projects 
include planting native species along the stream 
through the Wild Link Program of CRA.  
 

 

 



           

  

 
Bald eagles will stay all winter if there’s open 
water to be found. In Michigan, the number of 
nesting pairs of bald eagles have doubled in the 
last fifteen years. (Photo taken by Burk Holzgen, 
November 2019.) 

 

 
Mason Creek and East Duck Lake Road Site #BT-G013 Photos  

 
Outlet - Before                      

   
 
Outlet – After  
 

 
   
 
 

 

 
LAKESHORE FOAM 

 
The foam that occasionally accumulates 
on our lakeshores in the spring and fall is 
the result of naturally decaying aquatic 
plants. Organic materials can reduce the 
surface tension of the water, and when 
the wind blows across it, foam or bubbles 
form.  
 
Your lake association tests your lake 
water for contaminants. Green Lake and 
Duck Lake foam isn’t pollution or PFAS. If 
you suspect any bubbles are from 
chemicals, collect some of the foamy 
water in a jar and shake it. Natural foam 
dissipates, but detergents will produce 
more bubbles. Also, the natural foam will 
smell like the lake, soil, or fish.  

Save the date! Annual GLADLA meeting is 
Saturday, August 22,2020. 

Green Lake/Duck Lake Association Officers: Ed Dewey, 
President; Ted Boeve, Vice President; Marietta Hamady, 
Secretary; Laurel Thompson, Treasurer. 
 
Board Members: Marc Alderman, Paul Anderson, Barb 
Bayer, Ted Boeve, Oral Carper, Mike Corning, Ed Dewey, 
Marietta Hamady, John Hubbard, Kurt Hubschneider, 
Brian McAllister, Claire Stephenson, John Thomas, Dick 
Thompson, Laurel Thompson. 
 
Emeritus:  Arch Carey, Fippy Komrska 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Marietta Hamady 
 
Duck Lake Water Testing Coordinator: John Hubbard 
 
Green Lake Water Testing Coordinator: Marc Alderman 

 

Before and after photos show the dramatic change. (Photos 
from the Conservation Resource Alliance.) 



Membership Dues/Invasive Species Fund/Donations 
Annual Membership Dues (Minimum $16.00) 
 
Choose One:  Green Lake   Duck Lake 
 
_____$16     _____$25     _____$50      _____$100     _____Other 
 ***************************************************** 
Invasive Species Fund (For treatment of any new invasive species; funds 
for each lake are kept separate.) 
 
_____$25     _____$50     _____$100     _____Other 
 
****************************************************** 
Donations in the amount of $________ 
****************************************************** 
Member Name and Address: 
 
 
Please make checks payable to: The Green Lake & Duck Lake Association 
YOU MAY ALSO PAY OR DONATE ON OUR WEBSITE WITH CREDIT CARD OR PAYPAL: gldla.org 
 

 
 
 
Green Lake and Duck Lake Association 
PO Box 23 
Interlochen, MI  49643  
 
 
         

 

 

 


