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GLDLA Mission Statement 

The objectives of the GLDLA shall be:  
1. To monitor the Green Lake and Duck 
Lake ecosystems and take actions 
necessary for maintaining and improving 
our lakes, watershed, and riparian 
community.  
2. To educate riparian’s and local 
community about relevant ecological, 
recreational and ethical issues endeavoring 
to make our community a better place to 
live.   
 

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MESSAGE FROM OUR 
PRESIDENT, ED DEWEY: 
 
The Summer of 2019 arrived late,  
but the association’s board and 
volunteers have been hard at work 
protecting our lakes since the ice 
melted this spring. Water testing 
and aquatic plant sampling top the 
priority list, involving many hours 
and dedication.  
 
Current members, thank you for 
your continued support for our 
Association. I encourage non-
members to join; dues are only 
$16.00 a year. Please invest in your 
most valuable asset—that beautiful 
body of water sitting in front of 
your home.  
 
The association recently joined 
MiCorps and Michigan Cooperative 
Lakes Monitoring Program, (CLMP). 
Several board members attended 
the Michigan Lakes and Streams  

Conference in May. The two-day 
seminar focused on water quality, 
aquatic plant identification, and 
shoreline management. Many 
Michigan inland lakes struggle with 
invasive species and water quality, 
resulting in hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to “bring back” their 
lakes. A lake board that promotes 
and diligently manages our lakes is 
critical to our future.  
 
Dr. Jo Latimore visited Green Lake 
to review and validate our pro-
cesses and procedures for aquatic 
plant identification. Jo is an Aquatic 
Ecologist and Outreach Specialist in 
the Dept. of Fisheries and Wildlife. 
As part of this program the EGLE 
(Dept. of Environment, Great Lakes 
and Energy, former DEQ) analyzes 
our phosphorous and water clarity 
tests. The information is available 
on a public website.   
 
Please join the Green Lake Duck 
Lake Association. I promise we’ll  
 

always work hard for the health of 
your lake. If you don’t want to join, 
I’d like to hear from you as to why. 
Feel free to contact me at 231-944-
5607. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ed Dewey 
 
ANNUAL LAKE ASSOCIATION 
MEETING: 
Saturday morning, August 24, 
at the new Interlochen Public 
Library. Refreshments at 9:30, and 
the meeting begins at 10:00. Our 
guest speaker is Chris Stark, DNR 
Park Supervisor at Interlochen State 
Park. 

  
 

You may also read the newsletter on our newly updated website: gldla.org 
What’s new? Website changes will be rolled out at the annual meeting. 
 



   
 

  
NEW MICHIGAN BOATING LAW 

Halting the spread of Aquatic 
Invasive Species 

 
Boaters can help prevent the 
spread of invasive species. Here’s 
the law, in four easy-to-remember 
steps: 
1. Clean boats, trailers and 
equipment, until free of aquatic 
organisms, including plants. 
2. Drain live wells, bilges, and all 
water by pulling drain plugs. 
3. Dry boats and equipment. 
4. Dispose of unused bait in the 
trash. 
  
From zebra mussels to Eurasian 
milfoil, invasive species wreak 
havoc on our environment, having 
a lasting negative impact on our 
waterways. The US Fish and 
Wildlife Service states that 
invasive species costs the United 
States $120 billion annually.  

 

 
A fledgling eaglet, approximately 10 – 12 weeks old. The 
nest is on Green Lake and is about 5 – 6 feet wide and 4 
feet deep. (Photo taken by Burk Holzgen on July 9.) 

SCORE THE SHORE 
A Shoreline Habitat Assessment 

 
A degraded lakeshore causes poor water quality, 
unchecked rain run-off, and erosion. Manicured lawns 
and overdeveloped lakeshores can’t support fish, wildlife, 
or clean water, and are also the perfect invitation for 
Canadian geese. 
 
“Score the Shore” works through volunteers using aerial 
maps and GPS to divide the shoreline of our lakes into 
1,000-foot sections. Volunteers drive around, via boat, 
and fill out an assessment form for each of those sections, 
answering questions about the number of houses and 
docks, the condition and amount of aquatic and riparian 
vegetation, and types of erosion control structures. Each 
1,000-foot section will have its own score and then an 
average score is calculated for the entire lake.  
 
“Score the Shore” is also an effective tool designed to 
help people self-access the condition of their shore and 
adjacent aquatic areas. Evaluating your property, by 
zones, requires only some observation, honesty, and your 
best judgment. The score sheet is available on 
www.mishorelandstewards.org. Take the thirty-minute 
online survey and determine the rating of your property; 
gold, silver or bronze. A “gold” property will have a high 
percentage of native vegetation, minimal impervious 
surfaces, limited storm water entering the lake, 
natural/bioengineered erosion control instead of a 
seawall, and some aquatic plants and trees/branches 
remaining in the lake. If you have a healthy shoreline, you 
can opt to show you’re a steward of your lake by placing a 
sign on your property, (see below). If not, you can take 
steps to improve your shore. The GLDLA can provide 
further information upon request.   
 
Materials for “Score the Shore” will be available at the 
annual GLDLA meeting on August 24.  
 
All information for this article provided by CLMP, and The 
Michigan Shoreland Stewards Program.  
 

 



           

  

 

In the Native American culture, hummingbirds are 
seen as healers. They bring love, good luck, and 
joy. Their wings beat up to eighty times a second 
and are the only bird that can fly backwards. 

GLDLA JOINS CLMP 
 

The GLDLA became a member of CLMP this year, 
(Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program.) 
 
This cooperative program is designed to help 
volunteers monitor water quality in their lake and 
share the data for use in water resources 
management and protection programs.  (From 
Michigan Clean Water Corps website.) 
 
GLDLA board members and other volunteers have 
been diligent about testing our lakes’ water quality 
for decades. By joining CLMP, we are now part of a 
broader community of Michigan inland lakes. Test 
results are posted online for anyone to view, 
providing a way to compare our data with other 
lakes. Next year we’ll add testing for chlorophyll 
and dissolved oxygen.  
 
CLMP also offers extensive training for aquatic 
plant identification and mapping. The more diligent 
we are at monitoring our lakes, the healthier they 
will be.  
 

 
Dr. Jo Latimore, an aquatic ecologist from the Department 
of Fisheries and Wildlife, helped GLDLA board members 
identify aquatic plants on Green Lake this July.  

OUR LAKE LEVELS 
 

Green and Duck Lake water levels are 
exceedingly high this summer. Two dams, 
Grass Lake and Duck Lake, control our lake 
levels to a point. Additionally, there are 
county court-ordered water levels for Duck 
Lake. However, Mother Nature reigns 
supreme. A number of docks are partially 
or fully submerged due to significant 
precipitation this spring and summer. Your 
lake association makes sure both dams are 
unobstructed and flowing freely. The lake 
levels will eventually subside; it just takes 
time. I spoke with Tom O’Hare, the Chief 
Meteorologist from the 9 & 10 Weather 
Team, and he said that Grand Traverse 
County, to date, is 8 – 10 inches above 
normal with combined snowmelt and 
rainfall. Year-to-date precipitation totals 
are 27.7 inches.  
 

 

 
Native lily 
pads on Green 
Lake. 



Membership Dues/Invasive Species Fund/Donations 
Annual Membership Dues (Minimum $16.00) 
 
Circle One:  Green Lake   Duck Lake 
 
_____$16     _____$25     _____$50      _____$100     _____Other 
 ***************************************************** 
Invasive Species Fund (For treatment of any new invasive species; funds 
for each lake are kept separate.) 
 
_____$25     _____$50     _____$100     _____Other 
 
****************************************************** 
Donations in the amount of $________ 
****************************************************** 
Member Name and Address: 
 
 
Please make checks payable to: The Green Lake & Duck Lake Association 
YOU MAY ALSO PAY OR DONATE ON OUR WEBSITE WITH CREDIT CARD OR PAYPAL: gldla.org 
 

 
 
 
Green Lake and Duck Lake Association 
PO Box 23 
Interlochen, MI  49643  
 
 
         

 

 

 


